
 
 

Congressman Ruiz: Fighting for the Salton Sea Community 

Congressman Ruiz secures federal help for the Salton Sea: 

✓ Bringing long term solutions to the Salton Sea through the Army Corp of Engineers’ “Imperial Streams, 

Salton Sea, and Tributaries” project 

➢ Advancing the federal project process through repeated advocacy and successful legislation  

➢ $1.5 million to begin the project in partnership with state and local partners through the Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law 

➢ $200,000 community development project funding for local partners’ share of the project 

✓ Introducing legislation like the Salton Sea Projects Improvements Act, which provides the Bureau of 

Reclamation with additional authorities to partner with state, local, tribal, and nonprofit organizations on air 

quality, fish and wildlife habitat, recreational opportunities, and water quality projects at the Salton Sea 

➢ Passing this bill multiple times through the House of Representatives, including with $100 

million in funding in the Build Back Better Legislation  

  

Congressman Ruiz fights for environmental protections for residents and habitat around the Sea: 

 

✓ Introducing legislation like the Salton Sea Public Health and Environmental Protection Act, which 

would create a full recovery plan for the Sea. It would streamline projects at the sea, increase coordination 

between state, local, and federal leaders, and hold federal agencies accountable for their commitments at the 

Salton Sea. 

 

Congressman Ruiz brings good economic opportunities by ensuring that the lithium development near the Salton 

Sea includes meaningful consultation with the community, transformational community development benefits, and 

public health and environment safeguards: 

 

✓ Raising the issue to the highest levels of governments through meetings and engagement 

➢ Organizing a community listening session during Secretary of Energy Granholm’s visit to the 

Salton Sea to uplift the community’s needs, as well as accompanying the Secretary on a tour of the 

three lithium extraction facilities and an additional community listening session at Calipatria High 

School 

➢ Promoting Department of the Interior engagement through a meeting with Secretary Haaland 

➢ Discussing lithium development in a meeting with White House Chief of Staff Ron Klain 

✓ Ensuring Congressional attention through repeated engagement in the Energy and Commerce Committee 

➢ Highlighting the lithium need during the hearing on electric vehicles and emphasized its 

potential to create good-paying, clean energy local jobs 

➢ Focusing Congressional attention on appropriations needs for lithium extraction during the 

hearing on the Department of Energy budget hearing with Secretary Granholm 

 

Congressman Ruiz holds federal officials accountable and brings parties together: 

 

✓ Ensuring promises are kept in the 2016 Memorandum of Understanding 

➢ Since FY18, Dr. Ruiz has repeatedly secured language in the Energy and Water Appropriations 

Bill report to support the 2016 Memorandum of Understanding between the Federal government 

and the State of California 

✓ Urging better federal cooperation for the Salton Sea between Department of Agriculture, Department of 

the Interior, and the Army Corp of Engineers 

✓ Seeking meaningful opportunities for stakeholders input on Colorado River water cutbacks and how 

any reduction of water to the region will affect the Salton Sea 

✓ Maintaining an open door for all interested parties including the Salton Sea Authority, state and local 

officials, and the Torres Martinez Tribe to discuss common goals, pragmatic solutions, and next steps  


